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UPCOMING: This  year ,  the Art  Center  of  Burl ington celebrates 60 years .

Founded in 1966 by vis ionary community  members who saw

the importance of  accessible art—for  art ists  and the publ ic

al ike—ACB has grown into a  cornerstone of  Burl ington’s

cultural  l i fe .  Our  founders understood that  art  is  not  just

personal  expression—it  strengthens community  identi ty ,  c iv ic

pr ide,  and the vi tal i ty  of  our  c i ty .

Six  decades later ,  that  v is ion guides everything we do.  This

year ,  we’re expanding programming,  launching Art ie ,  our

mobile  art  van,  and continuing outreach to schools  and

neighborhoods across Southeast  Iowa.  We are also act ively

working to br ing af fordable art ist  studio spaces to downtown

Burl ington,  t ransforming underut i l ized bui ldings into vibrant

hubs that  support  local  and vis i t ing art ists ,  publ ic  art ,  and

creat ive civic  engagement.

At  a  t ime when resources for  the arts  and humanit ies  in  schools

are under  pressure,  ACB plays a  cr i t ical  role.  Art ist ic  pract ice

nurtures cur iosi ty ,  problem-solving,  and adaptabi l i ty—ski l ls

that  employers  consistently  rank above technical  t ra ining

(Create in  Iowa,  2025) .  There is  nothing more profoundly

human than art ist ic  expression,  and we remain committed to

ensuring students and community  members have access to

these experiences,  support ing teachers,  schools ,  and the

broader  community.

The arts  are not  just  a  cultural  asset—they dr ive tourism,  boost

our  economy,  and keep Burl ington a v ibrant ,  engaging place to

l ive.  Your  support  a l lows ACB to remain a  steady presence,

nurtur ing art ists ,  enr iching educat ion,  and helping our  ci ty

thr ive.  Here’s  to 60 years—and the next  60—of inspir ing,

sustaining,  and celebrat ing the arts  in  Burl ington.

El izabeth Pappas,  Executive Director

A r t  C e n t e r  o f  B u r l i n g t o nA r t  C e n t e r  o f  B u r l i n g t o n
B T O W N A R T . C O M

@artcenterofburlington
           www.btownart.com

MARCH 28 // 6-9PM
BILBO’S BIRTHDAY: AN IMMERSIVE ART
EXPERIENCE 

APRIL 3 // 5-8PM
GALLERY LOUNGE +OPENING RECEPTION 
SCC ART STUDENTS + YOUTH ART SHOW

APRIL 18 // 10AM-NOON
MOM + ME TEA PARTY

APRIL 24 // 10AM-10PM
ENTARTETE NACHT: DEGENERATE ART +
MUSIC 

JUNE 21 // 9-4PM
59  ANNUAL SNAKE ALLEY ART FAIRTH

AUG 1 // 5-8PM
GREAT RIVER POTTERY THROWDOWN

SEPT 19 // 6-9
HAPPY 60  BIRTHDAY ACB! TH

MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM



Back in  1966,  a  smal l  group of  art ists  had a big idea:  Burl ington needed a

place where art  could be made,  shared,  and celebrated by everyone.  That  idea

became the Art  Center  of  Burl ington—and sixty  years  later ,  i t  is  st i l l  thr iv ing

because of  this  community .

Join us for  a  throwback bir thday party  and our  annual  fundraiser ,   honoring

our founders,  the vis ionar ies  who dreamed ACB into being,  and al l  those who

have shaped i t  into the vibrant  cultural  hub i t  is  today.  We’ l l  ra ise a  glass,  cut

the cake,  share stor ies ,  and celebrate the art ists ,  teachers,  and supporters  who

bui l t  ACB—and the br ight  future we’re creat ing together .

Expect  music,  art  everywhere you look,  and a room ful l  of  people who care

deeply about  creat iv i ty  and community .  Dress in  your  best  1960s- inspired style

and help us make history as  we toast  to  the next  60 years!

TICKETS AVAILABLE SOON!

ACB TURNS 60 !

59  ANNUAL SNAKE
ALLEY ART FAIR

TH

W e ’ r e  g e a r i n g  u p  f o r  t h i s  y e a r ’ s

i c o n i c  S n a k e  A l l e y  A r t  F a i r !  O v e r

8 0  M i d w e s t  a r t i s t s  w i l l  g a t h e r

f o r  a  f u l l  d a y  o f  a r t ,  c o m m u n i t y ,

a n d  c r e a t i v i t y  o n  F a t h e r ’ s  D a y .

W e ’ r e  h o n o r e d  t o  f e a t u r e  m u l t i -

y e a r  S A A F  p a r t i c i p a n t  J u s t i n

M e i e r  a s  t h e  d e s i g n e r  f o r  t h i s

y e a r ’ s  p o s t e r  a n d  m e r c h .

F o l l o w  u s  o n  F B  f o r  d e t a i l s  o n

h o w  y o u  c o u l d  o w n  J u s t i n ’ s

i n c r e d i b l e  m e t a l  s c u l p t u r e !

SUN JUNE 21

FULL DETAILS AND THE LIST OF THIS YEAR’S
ARTISTS, MUSICIANS, AND FOOD VENDORS

SCAN HERE

FULL DETAILS AND THE LIST OF THIS YEAR’S
ARTISTS, MUSICIANS, AND FOOD VENDORS

SCAN HERE

       CB       CB
A r t  C e n t e r  o f  B u r l i n g t o n

60 YEARS60 YEARS

GET YOUR GROOVE ON, 
IT’S OUR 60TH BIRTHDAY PARTY!
GET YOUR GROOVE ON, 
IT’S OUR 60TH BIRTHDAY PARTY!

Saturday, September 19
@ Memorial Auditorium
More details to follow!



We’re excited to announce that  the 2025 Fal l  Impact  Grant  f rom the

Community  Foundation of  Des Moines County has helped br ing ARTIE,  our

mobile  art  van,  to  l i fe !  This  winter ,  we’ve been busy equipping ARTIE with art

suppl ies  and resources to serve our  Artscapes programs and reach even more

community  partners .

Slated for  i ts  of f ic ial  unvei l ing in  ear ly  May,  ARTIE wi l l  soon be travel ing

throughout Burl ington—sett ing up in neighborhoods,  parks,  and community

events—bringing the creat iv i ty  and experiences you love about  ACB direct ly

into the heart  of  our  c i ty .

A huge thank you to the Community  Foundation of  Des Moines County,  Bones

Body Shop LLC,  and our  local  Amazon faci l i ty  partners  for  helping make this

longtime dream a real i ty !

N o w  u n i t i n g  t w e l v e  a r t s

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  A r t s

C o l l e c t i v e  o f  S E I  a m p l i f i e s  t h e

r e g i o n ’ s  c u l t u r a l  i m p a c t

t h r o u g h  s h a r e d  m a r k e t i n g ,

c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  a n d  a

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  a r t s  a n d  c u l t u r e .

S p e a k i n g  w i t h  o n e  v o i c e  a c r o s s

m e d i a  e a c h  m o n t h ,  t h e

C o l l e c t i v e  h a s  s t r e n g t h e n e d

r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  s p a r k e d  n e w

p a r t n e r s h i p s ,  a n d  f o s t e r e d

m u t u a l  s u p p o r t .

B y  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  w e ’ v e

s h o w n  t h a t  a  t h r i v i n g  a r t s

e c o s y s t e m  i s n ’ t  b u i l t  o n

c o m p e t i t i o n — i t ’ s  b u i l t  o n  u n i t y ,

e l e v a t i n g  b o t h  o u r  i n d i v i d u a l

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e

S o u t h e a s t  I o w a  a r t s  c o m m u n i t y .

SOLAR: YEAR THREE
I t 's  hard to bel ieve that  i t 's  a l ready been two 

years  s ince we off ic ial ly  went  of f  the gr id,  

harnessing the power of  the sun to secure a

sustainable future for  generat ions to come.

By redirect ing funds previously  spent  on

r is ing energy bi l ls ,  we’re able to invest  more

in what  we do best—providing accessible

arts  opportunit ies  and expanding our

impact .  As we enter  the third and f inal  year

of  our  fundrais ing campaign,  we’re working

to accelerate the t imel ine and real ize the ful l

potent ial  of  solar  power sooner .  We invite

the community  to join us in  this  ini t iat ive by

donating today.

scan here to learn more +

make a donation

INTRODUCING...

T r i  S t a t e s

P u b l i c  R a d i o

I n t e r v i e w

W Q U A D  T V

I n t e r v i e w  

F i n d  a  l i s t i n g  o f  a l l  c o l l e c t i v e  m e m b e r

m o n t h l y  e v e n t s  o n  F B ,  T h e  H a w k e y e

a n d  t h e  B u r l i n g t o n  B e a c o n .  



DEGENERATE ART + MUSIC // APR 24

VICE NIGHTS

Moments shape us—planned or  unexpected,  joyful  or  chal lenging.  This  past  October ,

art ist  Dylan Morgan invited vis i tors  to Moments,  an immersive,  one-night-only

exhibit ion that  asked us to pause,  ref lect ,  and be ful ly  present .  Through his  work,

Dylan created spaces for  awareness,  contemplat ion,  and quiet  connection,  reminding

us that  nothing matters  more than the moment we are in .

Since 2021,  Vice Nights  have pushed art ists  to  explore bold ideas and offered the

community  unique,  unexpected ways to experience art .  With Moments,  Dylan

continued that  t radit ion—an unforgettable Hal loween evening where art ,  atmosphere,

and audience col l ided.

We’re excited to carry  that  energy into 2026 with our  upcoming slate of  Vice Nights :

Entartete Nacht  this  Apri l ,  and a return of  fan-favori te  Teen Vice this  October .  Bold,

immersive,  and ent i rely  unexpected—these evenings are a  chance to experience art

l ike nowhere else.

Experience a ful l  day of  art ,  h istory,  and music with our

one-day exhibit ion featur ing per iod Nazi  propaganda

posters  that  reveal  the cl imate of  censorship

surrounding the infamous Entartete Kunst  exhibit ion of

1937.  Complementing this  histor ical  context ,

contemporary student  artwork offers  a  modern

response,  sparking dialogue on art ist ic  f reedom.

Guided discussions invite  v is i tors  of  a l l  ages to ref lect

on the impact  of  s i lencing art ists  and the enduring

value of  creat ive expression.

L i v e  C o n c e r t  |  8  P M  |  F r e e  &  O p e n  t o  t h e  P u b l i c

 In  the evening,  celebrate the l i fe  and music of  Django

Reinhardt ,  the Gypsy jazz  pioneer .  Enjoy an

unforgettable Art  Center  Jazz Night ,  explor ing

Reinhardt ’s  groundbreaking work and the i rony of  his

popular i ty  with occupation forces during WWII—a

jazz-playing gypsy,  both deemed degenerate.

W h y  I t  M a t t e r s

This  event  is  more than art  and music.  I t ’s  a

conversat ion about  f reedom of  expression,  the

dangers of  censorship,  and a meaningful  lead- in  to the

Library’s  upcoming Holocaust  exhibit ion and

programming.

JOIN THE CLUB
FIRST MONDAYS OF EVERY MONTH

 6-8 PM

JOIN THE CLUB
FIRST MONDAYS OF EVERY MONTH

 6-8 PM

O u r  e v e r  p o p u l a r  o n c e  m o n t h l y

B a d  A r t  C l u b  i s  c o m i n g  w i t h  u s

i n t o  2 0 2 6 !

E x p l o r e  o u r  r o t a t i n g  l i n e u p  o f

D I Y  c r a f t  s t a t i o n s ,  w h e r e  y o u ' l l

g e t  h a n d s - o n  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  a r t

m a t e r i a l s ,  t e c h n i q u e s ,  a n d

i n s p i r a t i o n s — n o  t w o  v i s i t s  a r e

t h e  s a m e !  O r  y o u  c a n  s p e n d  t h e

w h o l e  t i m e  p e r f e c t i n g  o n e

m a s t e r p i e c e .

T r y  o u t  n e w  c r a f t s ,  p r o j e c t s ,

a n d  h o b b i e s  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o

b u y  a l l  t h e  s u p p l i e s .  P l u s ,  i t ’ s  a

l a i d - b a c k ,  f u n  s p a c e  t o  h a n g

w i t h  y o u r  f a v o r i t e  p e o p l e ,  n o

p r e s s u r e ,  j u s t  c r e a t i v i t y .

C a s h  b a r  a v a i l a b l e ,  p r e - o r d e r  a

c h a r c u t e r i e  b o x  t o  s n a c k  o n

w h i l e  y o u  r e l a x  a n d  c r e a t e .

C o s t  i s  $ 2 0  A C B  M e m b e r s  o r

$ 2 5  N o n - M e m b e r s



Our summer art  camp l ineup is  of f ic ial ly  l ive!  From one-day workshops to f ive-

day intensive camps,  and across mult iple  mediums,  we’ve packed the season

ful l  of  opportunit ies  for  k ids to create,  explore,  and imagine.  Our  instructors

br ing energy,  expert ise,  and passion to every session,  guiding young art ists

to think boldly ,  col laborate with peers ,  and grow their  ski l ls—all  whi le  having

a summer ful l  of  fun and inspirat ion.

EXHIBITIONS
O u r  g a l l e r i e s  r e m a i n  a  v i t a l  c o m m u n i t y

r e s o u r c e — s h o w c a s i n g  d i v e r s e  v o i c e s ,  f r e s h

p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  a n d  a r t i s t i c  e x c e l l e n c e .  B y

p r e s e n t i n g  w o r k  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  r e g i o n ,  w e

p r o v i d e  a  s p a c e  w h e r e  c r e a t i v i t y  t h r i v e s  a n d

t h e  c o m m u n i t y  c a n  e x p e r i e n c e  o u t s t a n d i n g  a r t

u p  c l o s e .

W e ’ r e  n o w  b o o k i n g  e x h i b i t i o n s  t h r o u g h  2 0 2 8

i n  b o t h  o u r  m a i n  a n d  m i n i  g a l l e r i e s .  2 0 2 5

w r a p p e d  w i t h  o u r  b e l o v e d  I t t y  B i t t y  B i t s  o f

A r t  a n d  A l l  M e m b e r  S h o w ,  a n d  2 0 2 6  i s  a l r e a d y

o f f  t o  a  s t r o n g  s t a r t ,  f e a t u r i n g  a r t i s t s  R o b e r t

J o h n s o n ,  A n t h o n y  F r a n k l i n ,  S u s a n

C u n n i n g h a m ,  a n d  C e c i l e  H o u e l .
U p c o m i n g  E x h i b i t i o n s :  U p c o m i n g  E x h i b i t i o n s :  

SUMMER ART CAMPS ARE HERE!

R E G I S T E R  T O D A Y  F O R  A D U L T  ,  T E E N  ,  K I D  C L A S S E S

B T O W N A R T . C O M
R E G I S T E R  T O D A Y  F O R  A D U L T  ,  T E E N  ,  K I D  C L A S S E S

BTOWNART.COM

S C C  S t u d e n t  S h o w

B H S  S t u d e n t  +  T e a c h e r  S h o w  

D e b  S c o t t

C o r y  C h r i s t i a n s e n

G i n a  S w a r t z

J u d y  B a l e s

G l a s s  A r t i s a n s  G r o u p  S h o w

B o b  H a m i l t o n

I t t y  B i t t y  B i t s  o f  A r t

J a n e  E l i z a b e t h  S h a n k

A l l  M e m b e r  S h o w

S C C  S t u d e n t  S h o w

B H S  S t u d e n t  +  T e a c h e r  S h o w  

D e b  S c o t t

C o r y  C h r i s t i a n s e n

G i n a  S w a r t z

J u d y  B a l e s

G l a s s  A r t i s a n s  G r o u p  S h o w

B o b  H a m i l t o n

I t t y  B i t t y  B i t s  o f  A r t

J a n e  E l i z a b e t h  S h a n k

A l l  M e m b e r  S h o w



The end of  2025 was packed with favori tes  l ike Pint  by Number Downtown Bar

Crawl ,  L iv ing Windows,  and Miracle on Jefferson Street .  So far  in  2026,  we’ve

already welcomed the community  back for  a  90s-themed Couple’s  Portrai t

Paint  Night  and Galent ine’s  Nights  for  both kids and adults .

Our  events  are more than just  gather ings—they’re opportunit ies  for  our  staf f

to stretch their  creat iv i ty  and use art  as  a  way to br ing people together .  The

“gathering economy” is  real ;  i t ’s  how we connect  with one another  and feel

rooted in place.

There’s  plenty more ahead this  year ,  including an immersive one-night  Vice

Night  event ,  the Snake Al ley Art  Fair ,  the 5th Annual  Great  River  Pottery

Throwdown,  our  big 60th Anniversary Celebrat ion at  Memorial  Auditor ium,

and one of  our  beloved Jazz Nights  featur ing our  f r iends f rom the Al l

American Jazz Col lect ive performing the music of  Duke El l ington.  And

knowing us,  we’ l l  l ikely  add a few more surpr ises along the way.

UPCOMING EVENTS
B i l b o ’ s  B i r t h d a y :  A n  I m m e r s i v e  A r t  E x p e r i e n c e

E n t a r t e t e  N a c h t :  D e g e n e r a t e  A r t  +  M u s i c

S n a k e  A l l e y  A r t  F a i r

T h e  G r e a t  R i v e r  P o t t e r y  T h r o w d o w n

6 0  B i r t h d a y  P a r t y  B a s ht h

A  N i g h t  o f  D u k e  E l l i n g t o n  f e a t u r i n g  t h e  A l l

A m e r i c a n  J a z z  C o l l e c t i v e

A n d  m o r e !  

COMMUNITY CENTERED EVENTS

C H E C K  O U T  U P C O M I N G  E V E N T

 D E T A I L S  A T

B T O W N A R T . C O M



E L I Z A B E T H  P A P P A S
e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r

R e a d  t h e  F u l l  R e p o r t

H E R E

What could happen i f  art ists  had dedicated space to create,  work,  and be vis ible in

the heart  of  downtown? Thanks to a  partnership with the Iowa Arts  Counci l ,  ACB

was selected for  their  Creat ive Placemaking Accelerator ,  a  two-year  program

designed to help communit ies  turn bold ideas into real i ty  and highl ight  the social

and economic impact  of  arts  and culture.

Since beginning this  work in  2025,  ACB—alongside downtown partners ,  the City  of

Burl ington,  cross-sector  col laborators ,  and our  local  art ist  community—has been

explor ing how an underut i l ized downtown bui lding could become affordable art ist

studio space.  The vis ion is  s imple but  powerful :  t ransform vacant  spaces into

vibrant  centers  of  creat iv i ty  where art ists  can work,  and the publ ic  can engage

direct ly  with the art ist ic  process.

This  ef fort  represents  the next  step in  strengthening Burl ington’s  cultural

landscape—support ing our  local  art ists ,  act ivat ing downtown spaces,  and ensuring

the arts  remain a  v is ible,  thr iv ing part  of  our  community .

CREATIVE PLACEMAKING: BUILDING
SPACE FOR ARTISTS DOWNTOWN

H I L L A U R I E  F R I T Z - B O N A R
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  d i r e c t o r

M A R L A  V A S Q U E Z
o f f i c e  m a n a g e r

N I C O L E  K A M R A T H
p r o g r a m m i n g  m a n a g e r

J E S S I  T U C C I
c e r a m i c s  s t u d i o  m a n a g e r

K E L L Y  O S B O R N
a r t i s t s  m a r k e t  m a n a g e r

J A M I E  J O H N S O N - C O O P E R
e v e n t s  +  f r o n t  d e s k

J e a n  L i n k ,  P r e s i d e n t
B r i a n  T h i e ,  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t
N o r b e r t  G a b b y ,  T r e a s u r e r

L a u r a  B e c k m a n ,  S e c r e t a r y
 L a u r a  O e t k e n ,  M e l a n i e  Y o u n g , M i c h e l l e  O l e s o n ,  J u l i e  S m i t h

 M a c  H o l f o r d , E l l i e  J a c o b s ,  J u d a h  C o o p e r ,  B r a n d o n  K i p p

C O U R T N E Y  B R A N D O N
 f r o n t  d e s k

A V A  B E C K M A N
f r o n t  d e s k

T h e  2 0 2 5  C r e a t e  i n  I o w a  R e p o r t ,

p r o d u c e d  b y  t h e  I o w a  C u l t u r a l

C o a l i t i o n ,  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e

p o w e r f u l  i m p a c t  o f  a r t s  a n d

c u l t u r e  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e .

 T h e  r e p o r t  f o u n d  t h a t  I o w a ’ s

c r e a t i v e  s e c t o r  s u p p o r t s  o v e r

4 2 , 0 0 0  j o b s  a n d  m o r e  t h a n

5 , 8 0 0  c r e a t i v e  b u s i n e s s e s ,

g e n e r a t i n g  n e a r l y  $ 5  b i l l i o n  i n

e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  e a c h  y e a r .  

I t  a l s o  u n d e r s c o r e s  h o w  a r t s

a n d  c u l t u r e  s t r e n g t h e n

c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a t t r a c t  v i s i t o r s ,

a n d  h e l p  r e t a i n  t a l e n t — m a k i n g

t h e m  a n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  I o w a ’ s

e c o n o m i c  a n d  c i v i c  f u t u r e .
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	UPCOMING:
	Now uniting twelve arts organizations, the Arts Collective of SEI amplifies the region’s cultural impact through shared marketing, collaboration, and a commitment to arts and culture. Speaking with one voice across media each month, the Collective has strengthened relationships, sparked new partnerships, and fostered mutual support.
	By working together, we’ve shown that a thriving arts ecosystem isn’t built on competition—it’s built on unity, elevating both our individual organizations and the entire Southeast Iowa arts community.
	Tri States Public Radio Interview
	WQUAD TV Interview

	INTRODUCING...
	We’re excited to announce that the 2025 Fall Impact Grant from the Community Foundation of Des Moines County has helped bring ARTIE, our mobile art van, to life! This winter, we’ve been busy equipping ARTIE with art supplies and resources to serve our Artscapes programs and reach even more community partners.
	Slated for its official unveiling in early May, ARTIE will soon be traveling throughout Burlington—setting up in neighborhoods, parks, and community events—bringing the creativity and experiences you love about ACB directly into the heart of our city.
	A huge thank you to the Community Foundation of Des Moines County, Bones Body Shop LLC, and our local Amazon facility partners for helping make this longtime dream a reality!

	SOLAR: YEAR THREE
	It's hard to believe that it's already been two  years since we officially went off the grid,  harnessing the power of the sun to secure a sustainable future for generations to come. By redirecting funds previously spent on rising energy bills, we’re able to invest more in what we do best—providing accessible arts opportunities and expanding our impact. As we enter the third and final year of our fundraising campaign, we’re working to accelerate the timeline and realize the full potential of solar power sooner. We invite the community to join us in this initiative by donating today.
	scan here to learn more + make a donation
	Our ever popular once monthly Bad Art Club is coming with us into 2026!
	Explore our rotating lineup of DIY craft stations, where you'll get hands-on with different art materials, techniques, and inspirations—no two visits are the same! Or you can spend the whole time perfecting one masterpiece.
	Try out new crafts, projects, and hobbies without having to buy all the supplies. Plus, it’s a laid-back, fun space to hang with your favorite people, no pressure, just creativity.
	Cash bar available, pre-order a charcuterie box to snack on while you relax and create. Cost is $20 ACB Members or $25 Non-Members


	VICE NIGHTS
	JOIN THE CLUB FIRST MONDAYS OF EVERY MONTH  6-8 PM
	DEGENERATE ART + MUSIC // APR 24
	Upcoming Exhibitions:

	SUMMER ART CAMPS ARE HERE!
	REGISTER TODAY FOR ADULT , TEEN , KID CLASSES BTOWNART.COM

	EXHIBITIONS
	SCC Student Show BHS Student + Teacher Show  Deb Scott Cory Christiansen Gina Swartz Judy Bales Glass Artisans Group Show Bob Hamilton Itty Bitty Bits of Art Jane Elizabeth Shank All Member Show

	COMMUNITY CENTERED EVENTS
	CHECK OUT UPCOMING EVENT  DETAILS AT BTOWNART.COM

	UPCOMING EVENTS
	The 2025 Create in Iowa Report, produced by the Iowa Cultural Coalition, highlights the powerful impact of arts and culture across the state.
	The report found that Iowa’s creative sector supports over 42,000 jobs and more than 5,800 creative businesses, generating nearly $5 billion in economic activity each year.
	It also underscores how arts and culture strengthen communities, attract visitors, and help retain talent—making them an essential part of Iowa’s economic and civic future.
	Read the Full Report HERE

	CREATIVE PLACEMAKING: BUILDING SPACE FOR ARTISTS DOWNTOWN
	What could happen if artists had dedicated space to create, work, and be visible in the heart of downtown? Thanks to a partnership with the Iowa Arts Council, ACB was selected for their Creative Placemaking Accelerator, a two-year program designed to help communities turn bold ideas into reality and highlight the social and economic impact of arts and culture.
	Since beginning this work in 2025, ACB—alongside downtown partners, the City of Burlington, cross-sector collaborators, and our local artist community—has been exploring how an underutilized downtown building could become affordable artist studio space. The vision is simple but powerful: transform vacant spaces into vibrant centers of creativity where artists can work, and the public can engage directly with the artistic process.
	This effort represents the next step in strengthening Burlington’s cultural landscape—supporting our local artists, activating downtown spaces, and ensuring the arts remain a visible, thriving part of our community.
	KELLY OSBORN artists market manager
	MARLA VASQUEZ office manager
	NICOLE KAMRATH programming manager
	ELIZABETH PAPPAS executive director
	HILLAURIE FRITZ-BONAR communications director
	JESSI TUCCI ceramics studio manager
	JAMIE JOHNSON-COOPER events + front desk
	COURTNEY BRANDON  front desk
	AVA BECKMAN front desk


